
COMMUNITY
2

5

6

10

UPCOMING EVENTS

2025 Auction Dates

CPD Training for Private Authorised Vets

WRSAWRSA
NEWSLETTERNEWSLETTER
NUUSBRIEFNUUSBRIEF

JANUARY 2025

1

ANIMAL HEALTH 

INDUSTRY

A Message From Our CEO

Conservation Kids Calendar

FMD Update - Zimbabwe Lifts Ban

NWWT Golf Day

Wildland: January Issue

Buffalo Analytics Training Day

Hunting Quota Court Case Interview with

Richard York - Groot Plaas

ADVERTISE WITH US!ADVERTISE WITH US!

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS IN

OUR NEWSLETTER

CLICK HERE FOR OUR 2025

ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES
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https://www.wrsa.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/WRSA-Newsletter-Marketing-Opportunities-and-Editorial-Calendar-1.pdf
https://www.wrsa.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/WRSA-Newsletter-Marketing-Opportunities-and-Editorial-Calendar-1.pdf
https://www.wrsa.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/WRSA-Newsletter-Marketing-Opportunities-and-Editorial-Calendar-1.pdf
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A  Message  From  Our CEO
Dear WRSA Members and Industry Stakeholders,

As we welcome 2025, I wish you a year of success and new opportunities.

The wildlife industry thrives on innovation, resilience, and collaboration, and

WRSA is committed to driving progress for our members. With advancements

like our world-class traceability system, Buffalo Analytics, and our wildlife

herd management software, Wildlife Analytics powered by Gamelab, we are

strengthening the industry through cutting-edge technology, scientific

excellence, and proactive policy engagement.

This year, we will continue to advocate for your right to do business, expand

our partnerships, and support sustainable business growth. Education and

youth engagement remain key priorities, with initiatives like Conservation

Kids shaping the future of our industry. Our collaboration with South African

National Parks highlights our commitment to fostering a stronger, more

inclusive wildlife economy.

I am grateful to our dedicated members, partners, and the WRSA team for

their passion and hard work. Your contributions make 

this industry truly extraordinary, and I am 

honoured to work alongside you. 

Here’s to a year of innovation, 

collaboration, and success!

RICHARD YORK
CEO, WRSA
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CONSERVATION KIDS’ ENVIRONMENTAL DAYS CALENDAR!

ASSISTANT FARM & MAINTENANCE MANAGER EMAIL CV TO
GUNTHER@CTECG.CO.ZA

OR CALL 083 448 4696
Start Date: 1 March 2025

Employment Type: Full-time, On-site

JOB VACANCIES & INTERN AVAILABILITY

INTERN AVAILABLE FOR INTERNSHIP
OPPORTUNITY - HUSSEIN PHIRI CONTACT DETAILS

EMAIL:
HUSSEINJUMA453@GMAIL.COM

CELL: 
081 884 6212

Diploma in Game Ranch Management (Nelson Mandela University)

Work Experience at Baviaanskloof Wildlife, DELI Spice Shop &

Blaauwkranz Farm

Meet  the WRSA TEAM
Margaretha Smit | PA to CEO & Graphic Design

Natalie Gouws| Finances & Admin

Nicolette Van Der Merwe | Marketing

Coordinator & Journalist

Richard York | Chief Executive Officer

Ankie Stroebel | Members, RIGs & Marketing

admin@wrsa.co.za

accounts@wrsa.co.za

media@wrsa.co.za

ceo@wrsa.co.za

members@wrsa.co.za

Mary Rankapole | General Office Assistant

https://www.wrsa.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Final-CK-Calendar-2025.pdf
https://www.wrsa.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Final-CK-Calendar-2025.pdf
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SHARE SHARE YOURYOUR STORY! STORY!

WRSA MEMBERSHIP &

JOURNAL ADVERTISING

SALES 

Ankie Stroebel

members@wrsa.co.za 

+27 (0)82 441 1822 

WRSA MEDIA &

COMMUNICATIONS 

Nicolette vd Merwe

media@wrsa.co.za 

+27 (0)81 473 0503 

WRSA JOURNAL

INTEGRATED MARKETING

STRATEGIES 

Erika Alberts

erika@rewildingsa.com 

+27 (0)78 539 7700 

BE A PART OF THE 2025 WRSA JOURNALBE A PART OF THE 2025 WRSA JOURNAL

For
MEMBERS 

By 
MEMBERS
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FMD AND VACCINATION: RPO PRESS RELEASE

22 JAN ‘25

The National Red Meat Producer’s Organisation (RPO) has clarified misinformation regarding the

availability of foot-and-mouth disease (FMD) vaccines for public purchase. Contrary to recent reports,

FMD vaccination is strictly controlled by the National Department of Agriculture (NDA) as the disease

is state-regulated under the Animal Diseases Act. 

Vaccinations are only administered in designated outbreak areas and buffer zones, with strict

movement controls in place for vaccinated and infected animals. 

The RPO urges livestock producers to prioritize biosecurity, adhere to movement restrictions, and stay

informed through official channels to mitigate the risk and impact of FMD outbreaks.

AFRIKAANS PRESS

RELEASE

FMD FEEDBACK: ZIMBAWE LIFTS BAN
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7 JAN ‘25

The Chief Director of the Zimbabwe Directorate

of Veterinary Services, Dr Pious Makaya, has

lifted the ban on the importation of cloven-

hoofed animals and their products from the

following South African provinces to Zimbabwe:

•    Gauteng

•    North West

•    Northern Cape

•    Western Cape

This decision was announced following recommendations in the FMD Risk Assessment Report

compiled by laboratory experts.

Please note that no import permits will be issued for any of the other South African provinces, as they

remain under restriction pending further assessments.

ENGLISH PRESS RELEASE

https://www.wrsa.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Nuusvrystelling-BKS-feite.pdf
https://www.wrsa.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Nuusvrystelling-BKS-feite.pdf
https://www.wrsa.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Press-Release-FMD-vacc.pdf
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BUFFALO ANALYTICS TRAINING DAY 

22 JAN ‘25

We hosted our first Buffalo Analytics Workshop for over 80 wildlife ranchers!

A BIG thank you to Dr. David Pretorius and his team for training over 80 wildlife ranchers on using

this groundbreaking software that will digitise their buffalo breeding operations and speed up their

buffalo movements.

We’d also like to thank our generous sponsors, Kyron and Wildswinkel for making our aspirations for

this day a reality!

https://www.buffalo.vet/dashboard
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GROOT PLAAS INTERVIEW WITH CEO, RICHARD
YORK, CONCERNING THE DEPARTMENT’S
CONTINUED ADMINISTRATIVE FAILURES IN
THE SETTING OF HUNTING QUOTAS

WRSA issued a media release in December 2024 titled, “Administrative Failures Plague Department”

in reaction to the legal proceedings against the  DFFE, regarding their failure to set yearly hunting

quotas. 

In an overwhelming response from the media, WRSA CEO, Richard York, took part in an interview for

Groot Plaas that aired on Kyknet on the 24th of January 2025. 

24 JAN ‘25

PRONTUIT INTERVIEW WITH DEON FURSTENBURG
CONCERNING THE IMPACT OF ELEPHANT NUMBERS IN SA

In a Prontuit Interview discussion on elephant population management in South Africa, experts

examined their role in biodiversity, human-wildlife conflict, and the impact of climate change on this

contentious issue. The panel featured Dr. Bernard Coetzee from the University of Pretoria’s

Conservation Ecology Research Unit (CERU), ecologist Deon Furstenburg from Afri Wild Services, and

Dr. Audrey Delsink from Humane Society International/Africa.

23 JAN ‘25

https://youtu.be/nz7ZEvR5XaM?si=rjszYjMXO7KeCm95
https://youtu.be/nz7ZEvR5XaM?si=rjszYjMXO7KeCm95
https://youtu.be/jEuVKDR9U2w?si=rkaET_LHVJKft8XR
https://youtu.be/jEuVKDR9U2w?si=rkaET_LHVJKft8XR
https://youtu.be/jEuVKDR9U2w?si=rkaET_LHVJKft8XR
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WRSA AT SCI CONVENTION IN NASHVILLE, USA

22-25 JAN ‘25

WRSA CEO, Richard York, proudly represented Wildlife Ranching South Africa (WRSA) at the Safari

Club International (SCI) Convention in Nashville, Tennessee this year from 22-25 January.

The SCI Convention is one of the world's largest gatherings of hunters, conservationists, and industry

leaders. It’s a hub of innovation, networking, and conservation-focused discussions that shape the

future of sustainable wildlife management.

Richard had the incredible opportunity to share South Africa’s expertise in wildlife ranching while also

gaining valuable insights from international industry leaders. The knowledge and connections

brought back will help strengthen and grow sustainable wildlife conservation efforts in SA.

WRSA also extends their deep gratitude for Quagga Safaris for making this opportunity a reality!

Photo: (From Left) Eon Kok, Erik Visser, Ettienne Higgo, Richard York

& Neil Steyn

Photo: In honour of the Amy Bell Foundation

https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/read/69776366/wildland-februarie-2025
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& YOUR
BUY 200L SENDERO

CONTACT THE WRSA OFFICES TODAY!

Submit a valid invoice to either:

Ankie Stroebel members@wrsa.co.za 

Natalie Gouws accounts@wrsa.co.za

Purchase Period:

1 September 2024 - 1 September 2025

FEES ARE COVERED

T’c & C’s Apply

Sendero® 336 SL contains

aminopyralid and clopyralid.

Reg. no. L10569

Sendero® is a new selective herbicide for the control of undesirable and

thickening brush species. While it is extremely effective in controlling

difficult species like sickle bush, it is also very selective towards other

beneficial species, even when applied as a broadcast aerial treatment.

 Sendero® has no negative impact on established or germinating grasses

and is not harmful to people or animals. Sendero® is a flexible product that

can be used as a foliar broadcast or spot application.
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CITES

Africa Land Use Training 

NWWT Golfday

CPD Training for Vets (Buffalo
Company)

1-8 February, Geneve

4-6 February, Modimolle

4 February, Mooinooi

20-25 February

Contact Ankie at members@wrsa.co.za for any

enquiries regarding upcoming events.

2025
AUCTION

DATES
DOWNLOAD HERE

Musina RIG Day

Gravelotte RIG Day

25 February

26 February

https://www.wrsa.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Auction-Dates-2025.pdf


ANIMAL HEALTH POLICIES & LEGALINDUSTRYCOMMUNITY

EXPROPRIATION ACT

HAVE YOUR SAY: DRAFT NATIONAL ELEPHANT HERITAGE
STRATEGY

ACCESS THE DRAFT

STRATEGY HERE

AGRICULTURAL LAND

ACT

Two new laws - the Expropriation Act, 2024

and the Preservation and Development of

Agricultural Land Act, 2024 - could have major

implications for wildlife ranchers. The

Expropriation Act outlines conditions for land

expropriation in the public interest, including

cases where nil compensation may apply. The

Agricultural Land Act seeks to protect high-value

farmland, prevent fragmentation, and regulate

land use, potentially impacting wildlife ranching

operations.

WRSA is analysing these laws and engaging with

various organisations to protect members' right

to private ownership and to do business. We

urge all members to review the attached

legislation and stay informed. Further guidance

will follow as we assess the full impact on the

industry.

NEW LEGISLATION AFFECTING WILDLIFE RANCHERS:
EXPROPRIATION ACT, 2024 & PRESERVATION AND
DEVELOPMENT OF AGRICULTURAL LAND ACT, 2024

UPCOMING

EVENTS
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5 DEC ‘24

29 NOV ‘24

The Draft National Elephant Heritage Strategy

(2024-2034) is open for public comment and

could impact elephant ownership, trade, hunting,

and management on private reserves. While the

strategy promotes conservation, socio-economic

benefits, and community participation, it fails to

address the ecological damage caused by

elephant overpopulation or propose culling as a

management tool. WRSA urges members to

review the draft and submit feedback to ensure

practical, science-based policies.

Deadline: 27 February 2025

https://www.wrsa.co.za/2025/01/31/urgent-notice-new-legislation-affecting-wildlife-ranchers/
https://www.wrsa.co.za/2025/01/31/urgent-notice-comment-on-the-draft-national-elephant-heritage-strategy/
https://www.wrsa.co.za/2025/01/31/urgent-notice-comment-on-the-draft-national-elephant-heritage-strategy/
https://www.wrsa.co.za/2025/01/31/urgent-notice-new-legislation-affecting-wildlife-ranchers/
https://www.wrsa.co.za/2025/01/31/urgent-notice-new-legislation-affecting-wildlife-ranchers/

